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Tia L[il/iams

silk-pressing her own hair. What couldn't she do? \try few things;

nameJy 1) drive , and 2) confront lift rvithout antidepressants. Sasha

was raised to be self:sufficient by her single mom, a deadli, practi-

cal electrician who played no games. "\'ou handle your businessl

No crying and no suft-ering!" she'd tell Baby Sasha" Years later, she

discovered that her mom hadn't invented this quote. It was para-

phrased from an old Juvenile song. But it stuck.

Sasha had arrived at New York City's Fiorello Airport vvith a

flarvless, bloodred manicure. But sittine at her gate 
^ 

full three

hours early, she noticed a chip on her thumb. This,"votrldn't do. She

rvorked hard to cultivate her "minimalist upscale baddie" veneer.

Even her casual airport ensemble rnacle a statement. Razor-sharp

bob. Winged liner, Impcccable ieans. Tiny tank. Diamond studs

(fake). Cashmere throrv (real). She looked impenetrable, unruF

flable, unfuckwithable. A chip in her nail polish was a kink in her

armor. After all, as a casting director, she was known for her eye.

It's why Seraphina, the intemational beauty emporium, had

hired her to cast their Autumn Kisses commercial. It was a huge

departure for Sasha, whose specialty was popcorn rom-coms and

thrillers. But after a yeariong sabbatical-where she did little but

hole up in her Prospect Heights, Brooklvn, condo, living offDoor-
Dash and Yo rbe Pilates-she was a tad rusty. The great news?

Seraphina was flving her to their international brand summit in
Paris so she could get a "feel" for the Seraphina vibe. Just her anci

over one hundred execs from all over the world.

To be honest, this was an nnnecessary trip. Ever/ girl, gay, and

they was familiar r.vith Seraphina's vibe. Where else does one find
the world's most covetable perfumes, e)/e creams, and hydrating-

flulfing-smoothing shampoos? But Sasha welcomed the trip. A
weekend in Paris was a gift from the heavens, especially after fight-

ing her way back from hel1. And her flight phobia rvas no match for

Xanax.

But first, nails. LucK
'also noticed B-Relaxed 51

beckoned to her. The sal

station and t"vo massage

Sasha walked in, a fre
wearing thigh{ength bra

Accent via Staten Islan

Gorgeous girl. I a:onder if
Sasha was nevef not c

Maxi led her to the nr

other. After deciding thr

tion, the manicurist got

Less than a minute had

you a question?"

Sasha glanced up fror

studying the selFtape su

It was a lipstick comme:

But "luscious" was so st

had received was via the

leather jeans. "Thirtk cut

stick, real bodies, all ettu

buffet." In other words,

to score culture points, b

She stole a glance at I
mouth. Her energy was
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deoeloping that Sade biopr

"Sure!" Sasha put on
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Tia Il-:,tlinnts

"No, Inm, like, ridiculouslt, relaxed. Why do you askl"

Sasha couldn't remember the last time she was relaxed. She was

high-strung as hell. In general, she felt like the first kernel prirned

to explode in a microwave popcorn bas. She usually hid it behind

self:deprecating banter and a breezy srnile. Though right now, afier

downing a glass of airport bar ros6, her smile was more boozy than

breezy.

"Your hand is warm," noted the manicurist. "That's a tension

indicator."

Damn. Maxi was right. Nothing got by nail techs and hairstylists.

"Oh, that's just me." She shrugged airily, eyes drifting back

down to her phone. "I run hot when I'm in work mode. Like vrhen

you have too many apps open and your phone overheats."

"But you're not a phone, you're a person," Nlaxi pointed out.

"Yo\t must unclench""

Unclench what, exactly? Her brows? Jaw? Butt cheeks? Ever'!'-

thingwas clenched. Sasha 1et out a small laugh. "Oh girl, I r,vouldn't

know where to start."
o'How about a hand massage?"

"I'm good, really. But thank you."

"1 have an idea," persisted Maxi. "Can I do a palm readingl"

Curious, Sasha abandoned her phone for good. She squinted

at Vlaxi, assessing whether she was serious. "1. . . don't know. Can

you? Is it on the menu?"

"I've been studying palmistry," she said proudly. "I'm just an

apprentice, but I'm good at it. Come on, you got nothinu to lose."

Sasha thought about this for five seconds. "You know what? NIy

New Year's resolution was to be more whimsical. Let's do it."
((\z I \rt

I eani

"Why not?" She shrugged. "The horrors persist. Might as well

have a giegle."

"That's the spirit, diva." The manicurist grabbed her right hand,

flipping it over so it facec

"1\1lmm. Your heart line :

the love."

"My palm's lying to r,

to seem like a sad sack, sf

"Period." Maxi gigglei

Sasha wasn't reallr, jo1.

itv in years. When askeci

blamed work. She travele

was the type of woman

specialty. Her career hing

perfect role. She w2S So l
"Would you consider r

showing that you're optir:

She couldn't tell the :
depressed, incurablv sleei

hoiding her together was

that I can grow"to becon,
"Love that for you. A-

the gold cuffon her righr

ing. Flere, 1'll take it o1r .

"No!" In a flash, Sash.

Her heartbeat quickene;

oxygen seemed to disapnt

"My bad! Are you oka,

"Yes, I'm sorry. I didn'
bled out of her mouth, r
deep inhaies, trying ro :

embarrassing. "Don't kn;,

"You're not fine, vou 13

hopped up and grabbed a

ing it to Sasha. Eagerlr', s:
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Tia Il'il/itttts

"I'm sorry," she repeated. "I just...l ner.er take it off. It's a sen-

timental thing." Waving her hands in a dan't mind me gesture, she

gave N{axi what she hoped was a disarming smile. 1Vlaxi smiled

back but couldn't hide her alarm.

The cuffstayed. It was the only thing shielding her scar from the

eves of the rvorld. It was a barely visible, shiny gash-but in Sasha's

mind, it was massive, sprawling, ail-encornpassing. The scar (and

its low ache on rainy dal,s) was a constant reminder of that night in
October 2022. -Ihat night her life turned into a low-budget thriller.
A 20/20 episode. An "it happened to me" Reddit post. After that
night, she'd learned that the only way ro protect herself was to keep

to herself. Mind her business, not let anyone new into her life, and

drown herself in work. Outrun the memories. It rvorked for a long

time-until last ycar, when her psychiatrist threatened to drop her

if she didn't take a work sabbatical.

Your mental healtb uon't irnprove tf 1,ou keep running from yotrr

fast, her doc had said. S/aru doun and.face it. el it.

So Sasha rnade some big changes. She stopped working for
the first time since high school. She moved from her second-floor

bror,vnstone apartment (vulnerable to break-ins) to a high-rise,

doorman building (as secure as Fort Knox). Without work to focus

on, and nowhere to be, her life became a collection of quiet, unwit-
nessed moments-played out within the waltrs of her home. She

ordered sushi and binged Looe Is Blind. She read a captivating book
about the history of rats in N'Ianhattan. She installed a claw-foot
tub she bought online from Home Depot" And, most significantly',

she rarely ventured outside. After a while, friends stopped asking

her out" Texts dwindled. But she didn't mind the solitude. It felt
healing somehow.

Things didn't get weird till the fourth or fifth month, when

Sasha had a terrible reaiization. She really, really drdn't mind the

solitude. She saw horv shockingiv easy it'd be to become a recluse

T

(savings pending). Everr

it wasn't scary. It was a re

one to hurt her. No one lc

constant, creeping blues. S

problem. Weep through'c

Sometimes she'ci clim'r

bottle, and a bag of kettle r

bingeing niche histon' pc

doned malls to bizarre de i
favorite). By the second da'

was no longer Sasha Cru:

She was a bodyless biob, :
of the podcasts-where n

lore about long-ago places

This was worrisome 'c

it was hers. She'd built a ,

satisfying depression can :

But then, Sasha caug::

It rvas aspiration pneurlr:
five days. Her doc e-xp1a-:

weeks, it could've kil1ec .

her new bathtub. And t:;
ln fact, it terrified her ir:.
it wasn't the healthies: .':

huge life decision. But r,l
yourself out of a dissocie::'

Step one? Write an e---.

please" post on Linkedlr..
Seraphina contacted h::
her fresh start. She \\',1s ::
than ever. Was she seeli:
lighting as a fortune te1-.-
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And savvy women know that wisdom sometimes comes in uncon-

ventional packages.

"Got it, your bracelet stays on," said Maxi, as she continued to

trace the lines in Sasha's palm. Abruptly, she stopped. Frowned.

And then, she pulled a tiny magnifying glass out of her apron

pocket. Closing one eye, she held it above Sasha's palm.

Sasha was alarrned. "What happened? What do you see?"

"Nothing, I m just processing your palrn map."

"Is it badi"

Maxi shook her head, slowi1'. And then, with a huge smi1e, she

looked up at Sasha" "No, it's great news. You're gonna meet a man."
'A man," repeated Sasha flatly. "l-hat's the great news?"

"I get it, most men are flops. But ),our palm's saying that the

right one awaits you."
"I'm sorry, N{axi, I just don't believe in the soulmate industrial

complex."

"Better start believing. Ybu're gonna experience a chance meet-

ing that'il set off a chain of events-events that'll end in happilv

ever after." Nlaxi leaned forward, peering into Sasha's eyes. "The

right connection can bridge hearts through time and space. The right

connection can change the world."

Sasha smiled kindly, but was skeptical of Maxi's overu,rought

advice. So she changed the subject. "You have an incredible mouth.

I'm casting a Seraphina lipstick commercial, any interest?"

"How'd you know I was an actor? l just landed an audition for
the new Sade movie."

I stillgot it, she thought, happily.

"Let's stay in touch." Sasha slid her a business card from her

purse. "I'm a casting director."

"God gave with both hands todav!" exclaimed lVlaxi. She pock-

eted the card, and took Sasha's hand, again. "But back to you" Your

palm's telling me you're hiding from vour life. Is that true?"

Tbt

"We111... not no."

, ' "Life's too short to hide

pens next?"

Sasha considered this. A

Excitement required a lev

quite fee1, yet. But she wa
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Behind the safety of her cu

headed, who they were m(

every morning. Who was r

as she did? Had anyone elsr

History U Habitat of the Cit

Sasha did want to knor

Whatwas the point oflivir
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men as a species and a co
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In her quietest moments, sl
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one wants to die alone."
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In the end, that's what made her believe in Nlaxi's reading.

Somehow, Maxi had read her mind and saw her fears. It was one

thing to have the thoughts rattling around in her mind. It was

another to hear them spoken aloud by an absolute stranger. Lit-
erally, all Maxi knew about Sasha was that she was allerqic to

aLnonds.

No one wants to die alone.

That line was still ringing in Sasha's ears, hours later-when she

heard it, again. Spoken by a most unexpected gentleman.

IN BOC

Qasha 
used to love flr::.

\.lticallv lived on the re:
jet-setty, cosmopolitan. B --'

nightmare.

Flying required the t,:-
cast on Turbli.com; 2) 'c

pantomiming the emer:-

attendant; 4) and riskinq :
That last one was imporr::.
with a sliding door'. Gir-e :r

was key. Especially since :

she hadn't yet met.

But, as Sasha settled :

Seraphina or tomorro\i"s

mind was Maxi's paln'i r:,
I baae to aduit, sht '. .

as she attempted to close :

Was there a button she ..,'-

Was it stuck? She rang t:=
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